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more against his party than against him personally.   Though he is
no more among us, the Party survives*   And if I know it> I know
that it is capable of standing the searchlight of investigation  if
anyone has proof of corruption against it.

Toung India, 16-7-1925

236.   CALCUTTA'S MAYOR

Some friends in Bengal have resented my interference1 in the
matter of the choice of the Mayor of Calcutta. Perhaps common
courtesy requires an explanation from me. Whilst after the na-
tional loss I decided to stand by Bengal in the hour of her greatest
need and, so far as was possible, to wipe her tears and to comfort
Basanti Devi as also the fatherless children, I had also decided
not to force myself on any of them, but humbly to hold myself at
their disposal. It was a simple duty I owed to the memory of a
departed friend and comrade. The inauguration of an All-Bengal
Deshbandhu Memorial Fund for which I was chiefly respon-
sible made my stay in Bengal peremptory. Events have justified
the wisdom of my decision.

But I had little expected that I should have to give any ad-
vice or guidance in the selection of the Mayor of Calcutta in the
place of Deshbandhu. It was a task I would gladly have
avoided* But for a soldier there is often no choice, The matter
was referred to me by parties interested in the selection. And I
could not shirk the responsibility, as I could not conscientiously
plead incapacity. Having been drawn into the vortex, there was
no escape from it till the matter was formally decided by the Con-
gress Municipal Party.

Whether the advice I tendered was sound or not, whether
it was in the interest of the city or not is undoubtedly a matter
which is capable of many opinions. I can only say that I gave
the advice that, in my opinion, was the best for the country and
for the City of Palaces- I had before me a tradition and a policy
as my measure. My duty lay in doing that which, in my opinion,
Deshbandhu would have done if he was with us in the flesh, in so
far as it was in no way in conflict with known and recognized ethi-
cal principles. The Congress has for the past four years decided
to capture municipalities and local boards in its own interest and
for the furtherance of its constructive programme. The idea

1 Vide "Speech at Swarajist Councillors' Meeting"* 9-7-1925.